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Media should avoid sensationalism and report news without coloring with views: Vice President
Media should avoid sensationalism and report news without coloring with views: Vice
President

Gives away Pratidin Achievers Awards 2017

The Vice President of India, Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu has said that media has to avoid
sensationalism and report news without coloring with views. He was addressing the gathering after
giving away Pratidin Achievers Awards 2017, instituted by Sadin Pratidin Group, Guwahati, Assam
today. The Governor of Assam, Shri Jagdish Mukhi, the Chief Minister of Assam, Shri Sarbananda
Sonowal and other dignitaries were present on the occasion.

 

The Vice President complimented the Pratidin Group for instituting the awards to recognize the
achievements of individuals from different professions. He further said that such awards will not
only motivate the recipients to scale greater heights but will also inspire others to excel in their
respective fields. Happy that the media group has not confined the awards to Assam alone and
has conferred them upon achievers from across the North East, he added.

 

The Vice President said that Assam and the rest of North Eastern States are known for their rich
culture, traditions, literature, folk arts and of course the breathtaking scenic locales. Representing
diverse fields, the awardees have not only done themselves proud but the entire North Eastern
region and the country with their achievements, he added.

 

The Vice President while appreciating Pratidin Group for recognizing excellence in different fields,
he also appealed to such media houses to conduct campaigns and competitions on issues such
as Swachh Bharat to promote awareness on cleanliness and sanitation. Awareness should also
be created on fighting various challenges confronting the nation such as growing atrocities on
women, dangers of drug and alcohol addiction, casteism, religious fundamentalism, corruption,
illiteracy and terrorism, he added.

 

Following is the text of Vice President's address:

 

"I am extremely pleased to participate in this function and present the ‘Achievers Awards’
instituted by the Sadin Pratidin Group,  which publishes a daily, a weekly tabloid and a women’s
magazine and operates a popular TV channel.

 

I must compliment the Pratidin Group for instituting the awards to recognize the achievements of
individuals from different professions. Such awards will not only motivate the recipients to scale
greater heights but will also inspire others to excel in their respective fields. Conferring awards and
lauding the achievements of individuals or organizations will create a competitive spirit and help in
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promoting excellence.

 

I am happy that the media group has not confined the awards to Assam alone and has conferred
them upon achievers from across the North East. That indeed should be the spirit in appreciating
the work of talented people.

 

Friends, Assam and the rest of North Eastern States are known for their rich culture, traditions,
literature, folk arts and of course the breathtaking scenic locales. The people of these States are
hugely talented and hardworking and have contributed in no small measure to the cultural mosaic
and development of the country.

 

Representing diverse fields, the awardees have not only done themselves proud but the entire
North Eastern region and the country with their achievements. They have once again
demonstrated the vast richness of talent available in this region from literature to social service.
My special compliments to each of the awardees.

 

While appreciating Pratidin Group for recognizing excellence in different fields, I would also appeal
to such media houses to conduct campaigns and competitions on issues such as Swachh Bharat
to promote awareness on cleanliness and sanitation. May be, its TV channel must encourage the
cleanest mohalla or locality by giving wide coverage.  Such promotional coverage will not only help
in creating awareness but also inspire others to follow suit. Cleanliness should become the top
priority for individuals, communities, NGOs and Governments for the country to become fully
‘Swachh’ by October 2nd, 2019, the 150th birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi.

 

Awareness should also be created on fighting various challenges confronting the nation such as
growing atrocities on women, dangers of drug and alcohol addiction, casteism, religious
fundamentalism, corruption, illiteracy and terrorism. Increasing depiction of violence, vulgarity and
obscenity in cinema is another area of concern which needs to be highlighted by the media.

 

I would also like to appeal to the media to avoid sensationalism and report news without coloring
with views. Unfortunately, there is an increasing tendency in the newsrooms of the print and
electronic media to sensationalize isolated incidents while relegating real hard news to the
background. In the long run, this will not only cause damage to the credibility of media but will
harm democracy itself as media will not be able to perform its role of an independent watchdog.

 

Therefore, friends, media must always be free, fair and objective to champion the cause of the
underdogs.
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With the famous Kamakahya temple, Kaziranga National Park, Tawang monastery, the mighty
Brahmaputra and several other attractive locations, Assam has great tourism potential and I must
compliment Chief Minister Sarbananda Sonowal for taking up various initiatives to promote the
State.

 

My best wishes to all the awardees.

 

JAI HIND!"

****
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END
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Justice has and must continue to remain first principle of social and political Institutions: Vice
President
Justice has and must continue to remain first principle of social and political Institutions:
Vice President

Addresses Human Rights Day

The Vice President of India, Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu has said that Justice has and must

continue to remain the first principle of social and political institutions. He was addressing

the Human Rights Day, here today. The Chairperson of National Human Rights

Commission, Shri Justice H.L. Dattu and other dignitaries were present on the occasion.

 

The Vice President said that the Human Rights Day observed on 10 December every

year commemorates the day on which, in 1948, the United Nations General Assembly

adopted the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.  He further said that India has been

unequivocal in its commitment to the preservation and protection of human rights globally

as well as within the country.  It is a signatory to several of the core international human

rights and International Labour Organizations conventions, he added.

 

The Vice President said that our commitment for human rights is part of our culture from

time immemorial it always respected others Human Rights. We have a noble saying

called “Sarve Janah Sukhino Bhavantu,”; we believe in the principle of “Vasudhaiva

Kutumbakam - the entire Universe is one Family”, he added.

The Vice President said that civil rights, Minority rights and others are guaranteed in India

not just because they are in the constitution, they are guaranteed because they are part

of our DNA. “Secularism which got included in the constitution at a later stage is

ingrained in our DNA from the beginning,” India as a country has no history of aggression

of any kind and we tried to assimilate all the people who have come here, he added. 

The Vice President said that ballot is powerful than bullet and power cannot be gained

with barrel of gun. You have no right to kill others and get protected under Human Rights,

he questioned.  
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The Vice President said that women empowerment and gender equality are important

issues for our democracy as the position of women is still precarious, especially in rural

areas. He further said that gender inequality is among the key social disparities that

keeps large numbers of women on the margin of ‘new India’.  Poor literacy rates and

discrimination is education against the girl child have contributed to enhancing the

vulnerability of women in society, opined. He expressed his happiness that programmes

like ‘Beti Bachao-Beti Padhao’ are being taken up responding to these challenges.

The Vice President said that Indian democracy has also been confronted with terrorism

and extremist violence both of which tend to trample upon the right to life and liberty of

individuals. Any violence and senseless killings are the worst forms of violation of human

rights and need to be dealt with accordingly, he added.

Following is the text of Vice President’s address:

 

“I am happy to be with all of you this evening for celebrating the Human Rights Day. 

Human rights are rights inherent to all human beings without discrimination. Human

Rights Day, observed on 10 December every year commemorates the day on which, in

1948, the United Nations General Assembly adopted the Universal Declaration of Human

Rights (UDHR).  This has been a guiding document to guarantee the rights of every

individual without discrimination and one that would serve as a valuable ally to the UN

Charter in ensuring global peace and security.

 

The human rights discourse has assumed great importance especially in the last

few decades, with human rights being viewed by governments and civil society

alike, as indispensable to the realization of development goals, including the 2030

Agenda of Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

1.

 

The arena of human rights and social justice has gradually expanded over the

decades to include among others, the right to healthcare, education, food, forest

rights for indigenous communities as well as policy-level interventions in the form of

affirmative action for the historically marginalized and discriminated. Further, issues

of gender, youth, the differently-abled, and the elderly are also recognized as

1.
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important human right concerns today.

 

India has been unequivocal in its commitment to the preservation and protection of

human rights globally as well as within the country. It is a signatory to several of the

core international human rights and International Labour Organizations (ILO)

conventions.

1.

 

Our commitment for human rights is part of our culture, from time immemorial it

always respected others Human Rights. We have a noble saying called “Sarve

Janah Sukhino Bhavantu,” We believe in the principle of “Vasudhaiva

Kutumbakam- The entire Universe is one Family”.

 

Civil rights, Minority rights and others are guaranteed in India not just because

they are in the constitution, they are guaranteed because they are part of our DNA.

“Secularism which got included in the constitution at a later stage is ingrained in

our DNA from the beginning,” India as a country has no history of aggression of

any kind. We tried to assimilate all the people who have come here. 

 

In addition to being a signatory to these important human rights conventions, our

country’s Constitution has given a robust human rights protection framework. An

independent judiciary, free media and an active civil society and a number of

independent human right bodies, such as, the National Human Rights Commission

provide a vigorous and effective network for human rights protection and an

effective system of checks and balances.

1.

 

The establishment of urban and rural local self-government, notably the three-tier

Panchayati Raj System is also a crucial component of this human rights protection

framework, for it has taken development, human rights, and social-economic welfare

down to the very grassroot level. Local self-governance in India has opened up new

vistas in women’s empowerment and the participation of historically marginalized

1.
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groups such as Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes in local governance/public

affairs, thus, bolstering our shared vision for the realization of human rights and

human empowerment.

 

Women constitute 33% in majority of local bodies, and 50% in many of the state. I

believe in the coming days we will have considerable representation even in the

legislature and also in Parliament.

 

It was in keeping with the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 1948 and the

endorsement by the General Assembly of the United Nations through its Resolution

of 20 December 1993, that countries across the world established their respective

National Human Rights Institutions (NHRIs). The National Human Rights

Commission of India was also instituted by the Parliament of India with a view to

realize the cherished goal of equal rights and life opportunities for all people.

1.

 

Since its inception in 1993, the NHRC, India has played a pivotal role in the

enforcement of the fundamental rights outlined in our Constitution and those

contained in key international human rights instruments to which India is a party. In

addition, it has done much by way of spreading human rights awareness and

sensitization among governments and members of civil society on the importance of

safeguarding human rights.

1.

 

We have retired Chief Justice of India as the Chairman of the National Human

Rights Commission, that itself shows our commitment to Human Rights. 

 

However, despite this formidable human rights protection framework and the

significant strides we have made since our independence, there are several human

rights challenges that continue to confront us as a nation.

1.
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Poverty is perhaps the biggest affront to human dignity and fulfillment and among

the major challenges to realizing a truly democratic India. Rapid strides have been

made since independence but a sizeable proportion of India’s population lives below

the poverty line.

1.

 

We are all engaged in eradicating poverty. We have chosen the path of inclusive

growth that is including the people in the developmental agenda of the nation.

Welfare measures taken by the government such as Jandhan, Mudra and others

are moving in a direction to eradicate poverty.

 

In this regard, India is committed to implement Agenda 2030 on the Sustainable

Development Goals (SDGs), which are rooted in a human rights approach towards

ending poverty and other forms of discrimination and inequity. The government is

taking proactive measures for ending poverty and hunger, improving health and

education, making cities more sustainable, combating climate change, and

protecting oceans and forests.

1.

 

India has taken steps to make the right to education a cardinal principle of state

policy. Universal access to education and creating a literate world has been the

focus of governments. However, there are challenges in terms of illiteracy and

quality of schooling. Literacy is crucial as a human right and also for successful

functioning of democracy and socio-economic development of the country. Although

according to 2011 Census, the literacy rate has risen to 74.04 per cent, the female

literacy rate stands at 65.46 per cent. I believe that democracy can effectively

flourish only when people know their rights and privileges and also their duties and

responsibilities.

1.

 

Women empowerment and gender equality are important issues for our

democracy as the position of women is still precarious, especially in rural areas,

despite the fact that women, according to the 2011 census, comprise 58.7 crore

(48.5%) of the country’s total population. Gender inequality is among the key social

disparities that keeps large numbers of women on the margin of ‘new India’. Poor

1.
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literacy rates and discrimination is education against the girl child have contributed

to enhancing the vulnerability of women in society. There has been some

improvement in the last 10 years in the sex ratio but challenges of female feticide

and pre-natal sex selection persist.  I am happy that programmes like ‘Beti Bachao-

Beti Padhao’ are being taken up responding to these challenges.

 

The right to shelter is another right that impacts the quality of life. India has

embarked on a number of programs that seek to make this a reality.

1.

 

The challenges of caste and communalism are major challenges to Indian

democracy which serve to weaken the stability of the country with the potential to

disrupt peaceful co-existence in our multi-religious and multi-cultural society.

1.

 

These challenges are sometimes being exploited for personal, political and

sectarian gains and that is a big challenge to us.

 

Indian democracy has also been confronted with terrorism and extremist violence

both of which tend to trample upon the right to life and liberty of individuals. Any

violence and senseless killings are the worst forms of violation of human rights and

need to be dealt with accordingly.

1.

 

We as a nation believe in peaceful co-existence, but unfortunately some people

take terror as a state policy. Terror has no religion, but unfortunately some people

are give a communal colour and using it as protection. “Terror is the enemy of

Humanity”

 

I hope the United Nation Security Council completes the consultation at the

earliest, and come to conclusion to take firm action against terror.
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Corruption poses a serious development challenge and is a violator of people’s

rights. In the political realm, it undermines democracy and good governance by

subverting formal processes.

1.

 

‘Justice’ has and must continue to remain the first principle of social and political

institutions. The notion of justice focuses on a sense of fairness and protection of

rights guaranteed under various laws of the land. However, the speed and alacrity

with which justice is done is important. Human rights of all law abiding citizens must

be protected with timely objective dispensation of justice.

1.

 

Today’s Human Rights Day marks an importance milestone for not only India, but

the world at large. The true test of ‘good governance’ is the degree to which a State

delivers on the promise of civil, cultural, economic, political and social rights.  Thus,

the key benchmark for judging effective governance is whether or not public

institutions are effectively guaranteeing rights such as right to health, housing, food,

education, and justice, besides ensuring effective safety in the country.  This is the

ideal world view we have inherited from ancient sages who said ‘Sarve Janaah

Sukhino Bhavantu’ and also from the founding fathers who advocated the

Antyodaya approach.

1.

 

Our country’s cultural ethos has human rights as the underlying principle. It

recognizes and respects human rights of all human beings. Living together

without aggression and learning from others around the world has been our

world view. Ours is a land that had said at least an million years ago: “aa no

bhadrah krathavo yanthu vishwathaha” Let noble thoughts come to us from all over

the world.

1.

 

It is heartening to note that the NHRC, India on its part has been striving to protect

and promote the constitutional rights of the common citizens, and has gradually

expanded its scope of activity to embrace newer human right challenges and

concerns with a view to promote a culture of human rights in the country.

1.
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On this momentous occasion, therefore, let us re-dedicate ourselves to our shared

mission as Indian citizens to uphold the dignity and rights of all people of the country

and infuse our national consciousness with the spirit of the greatest respect for all

human life and our natural environment.

1.

 

THANK YOU, JAI HIND!”

***

BK/RK
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Education is the most powerful weapon which can transform the world: Vice President
Education is the most powerful weapon which can transform the world: Vice President

Inaugurates AP Campus of Vellore Institute of Technology

The Vice President of India, Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu has said that education is the most powerful
weapon which can transform the world. He was addressing the gathering after inaugurating the
Andhra Pradesh Campus of Vellore Institute of Technology, in Amaravati, Andhra Pradesh today.
The Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh, Shri N. Chandarababu Naidu, the Mininster for Health and
Medical Education, Dr. Kamineni Srinivas and other dignitaries were present on the occasion.

 

The Vice President said that educational institutions are the temples of learning and every student,
who steps into them, must not only show respect to the Gurus, but also display complete
dedication and discipline towards the entire process of learning. He further said that as per our
ancient Guru-Shishya parampara, the teacher is the most venerated person by the disciple.
Although modern day students get all the information they require at the click of a mouse by going
to Google, it should be noted that Google can never replace a Guru, he added.

 

The Vice President said that he firmly believed that Education is for Emancipation,
Enlightenment, Empowerment, Employment and Empathy. He further said that education
should become a powerful tool of social, cultural and economical transformation of the country
with strong moral and ethical values forming the basis of such a transformation. Technology is
changing so rapidly that students not only need to anticipate the future requirements but must be
able to develop the technologies of tomorrow, he added.

 

The Vice President said that India is also now in an advantageous position with 65 per cent of the
population below 35 years. Higher Educational institutions and universities have a crucial role to
play in unleashing their energies and realizing the demographic dividend, he added.

 

The Vice President stressed on the Four Pillars of Learning as enunciated in 1996 UNESCO
Commission on Education:

1.   Learning to Know (KNOWLEDGE)
2.   Learning to do (SKILLS)
3.   Learning to be (PERSONALITY)
4.   Learning to live together (Understanding, appreciation of interdependence)

 

In a lighter note, the Vice President said that he was told that VIT stands for Vellore Institute of
Technology but he wished that this AP Campus of VIT will stand for:

•     VISION
•     INNOVATION
•     TRANSFORMATION of the students entering this institute.



cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m
crackIAS.com

 

Following is the text of Vice President's address:

 

" I am extremely delighted to inaugurate the new campus of Vellore Institute of Technology (VIT)
in Andhra Pradesh’s new capital, Amaravati, which is envisaged to be developed into an
educational hub by the Andhra Pradesh Government. VIT is one of the top educational institutes in
the country and has carved a niche for itself in providing quality learning to students.

 

Merely having grand and swanky buildings will not make an institution famous. It is the quality of
education, the presence of good faculty, right ambience and ecosystem for students to unleash
their creativity and genius are important. VIT has an impressive record on this score, I believe.

 

Educational institutions are the temples of learning and every student, who steps into them, must
not only show respect to the Gurus, but also display complete dedication and discipline towards
the entire process of learning.

 

As per our ancient Guru-Shishya parampara, the teacher is the most venerated person by the
disciple. Although modern day students get all the information they require at the click of a mouse
by going to Google, it should be noted that Google can never replace a Guru.

 

I firmly believe that Education is for
Emancipation●

Enlightenment●

Empowerment●

Employment●

Empathy●

 

As the Indian Education Commission of 1964-66, also known as the Kothari Commission, had
stated that the destiny of our country is being shaped in our classrooms.

 

No doubt, the knowledge, skills and attitudes acquired by students form the basis for nation
building. 

 

Education should become a powerful tool of social, cultural and economical transformation of the
country with strong moral and ethical values forming the basis of such a transformation. As a
result of several initiatives taken by successive governments with the goal of ensuring ‘Education
for All’, the country has several hundred universities. But numbers are not important, what matters
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is the quality.

 

There is every need for the institutions of higher learning to raise the standards, improve methods
of pedagogy, enhance research activities and form greater linkages with the industry so that the
students are well equipped to face the challenges of a globalised world in which digital
technologies are playing a leading role. 

 

Technology is changing so rapidly that students not only need to anticipate the future
requirements but must be able to develop the technologies of tomorrow.

 

Basically, the universities must produce multi-skilled students of tomorrow and for that to happen,
the varsities must convert themselves into centres of excellence.  The Industries must also come
forward to fund research activities in universities.

 

India has a rich and glorious tradition of learning which focussed on the development of the inner
self of the student.

 

The education system developed by the British was aimed at serving them rather than benefiting
the country. At the time of Independence, India had only around 20 universities and 500 affiliated
colleges with a meager enrolment of less than one lakh students. The education system of those
days was narrow and elitist.

 
Today, India’s higher education system is the third largest in the world, next to only the United
States and China.

●

As per the latest reports available, India has around 760 Universities, 38,498 colleges and
12,276 standalone institutions with a total enrolment of around 3.4 crore students.

●

The Government has taken many initiatives to transform the higher education sector with the
motto of “Education for All and Quality Education”. 

●

Several new institutions have been started during the last two and half year, including 6 new
IITs, 7 new IIMs, 8 IIITS and other highly esteemed institutions across the country. 

●

A National Ranking System (National Institutional Ranking Framework - NIRF) has been
developed to promote competitive spirit among the institutes and help the students make an
informed choice.

●

I am told that VIT has topped the ranking consecutively for past two academic years among
private engineering institutions in India as per NIRF Ranking.  My compliments to you.

●

 

India is today among the large economies and the country’s GDP is expected to touch 7.5 per cent
in the coming years due to the reforms taken by the government.

 



cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m
crackIAS.com

India is also now in an advantageous position with 65 per cent of the population below 35 years.
Higher Educational institutions and universities have a crucial role to play in unleashing their
energies and realizing the demographic dividend.

 

Here, I want to stress on the Four Pillars of Learning as enunciated in 1996 UNESCO
Commission on Education

 
Learning to Know (KNOWLEDGE)1.
Learning to do (SKILLS)2.
Learning to be (PERSONALITY)3.
Learning to live together (Understanding, appreciation of interdependence)4.

 

It is for these institutions and students to ensure that India earns a rightful place in the
technological field and the world economy.  It is also important for every education institution to
create an atmosphere which encourages innovation, new ideas and tap the talent of the young
minds.

Similarly,

 
Education is the most powerful weapon which can transform the world.  ●

“We now live in an age where change is constant and we are variables.”●

And to keep up with this change, learning should not be seen as an end but as a means to
achieve greater heights in life.

●

You should continuously update yourself with the latest technologies, innovations and the
changes that are taking place in the world

●

You should become multi-skilled and dare to dream big to achieve your goals.●

 

I would like to compliment Chief Minister, N. Chandrababu Naidu for inviting top education
institutions from India and abroad to Amaravati with a vision to transform the State into an
education and knowledge hub of global standards.   

 

In a bid to encourage innovations, universities and higher education institutions have to set up
innovation clubs on their campuses.

 

Dear students, India is an old land but a young nation. It is your skill, capability and knowledge that
would drive this young nation forward in the march towards development.

 

Once again, I congratulate VIT-AP on this joyous occasion and wish all the best for your future
endeavours.
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I am told that VIT stands for Vellore Institute of Technology but I wish that this AP Campus
of VIT will stand for

VISION●

INNOVATION●

TRANSFORMATION of the students entering this institute.●

 

Jai Hind!"

***
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